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COURSE DESCRIPTION

In this course we’re going to deal with the business, culture, technology, and science of beer and brewing.  Being that beer has been an important part of human life for at least the last ten thousand years, there’s a lot to talk about.  We’ll proceed in a roughly chronological manner, touching on several themes including: what beer is, how beer is made, patterns of production and consumption, gender, professionalization, business practices of historical and modern breweries, the industrial revolution, American prohibition, government regulation, the place of brewing in modern industry, changes in technology, their causes and effects, technology and authority, and beer’s relation to important episodes in the history of science such as the spontaneous generation debates and the development of thermodynamics.

COURSE REQUIREMENTS

Textbook.  You are required to purchase a course reader.  It is available in (at least) the IU Memorial Union bookstore and the TIS bookstore on 3rd St.  It costs $36.  About 75% of the readings will come from the reader, 25% from supplementary readings available on Oncourse.  

Beer and the brewing process quiz.  There will be a quiz on the 4th class day, Fri May 9th.  This quiz will cover the previous two lectures on the brewing process.  It is worth 10% of your final grade and should take about 30 minutes to complete.  Study hard for this test.  This information is important for understanding the readings throughout the semester.     

Exams.  There will be three exams.  Each is worth 20% of the final grade.  There will be an in class portion (7%) and a take home portion (13%) for each exam.  The in class portion will be multiple choice, matching, and true false.  This portion tests your knowledge of basic historical facts.  It should take approximately 30 minutes to complete.  The take home portion will consist of a small number of essay questions.  This portion tests your knowledge of more complex historical claims and your ability to understand historical argumentation.  If you know the material well, the take home portion should take about 2 hours to complete.  The take home portion is open book, however please do not use sources other than the readings assigned for class.  It’s not so much that you would be cheating, it’s that there isn’t much good information about this material on the web and it would probably hurt more than it would help.  Also, don’t work with others in the class on the take home portion.  The take home portion is due 72 hours from the exam date.  Take home exams should be emailed to me in Word format.  NO HARD COPIES.  You must include “X100 exam #1/2/3” in the subject line.   

Participation.  Days marked with DIS on the schedule are designated discussion days.  These are days where the material is particularly suitable for discussion.  On these days, approximately 30 minutes of class will be small group discussion (2-4 people).  You’ll respond to two or three questions about the readings.  Then each group must write up a paragraph response to each and turn them in, one paper per group.  These responses are each worth 2.5% of your final grade.  Everybody in the group will get the same grade for their response that day.  There are 12 discussion days, but you only need to turn in 10 responses.  Thus discussion responses are worth a total of 25% of your final grade.  If you choose to do more than 10, only your best 10 will count towards your final discussion response grade.  After you turn in your responses, we’ll come back together as a class and go over the questions.  

Your verbal contributions on DIS days and at any other time are worth an additional 5% of your final grade.  The quality of comments and questions is more important than quantity.  Honest intellectual curiosity will be rewarded.  In other words, question the arguments that are made in the readings.  What is wrong with them?  How are they related to other things we’ve talked about?  
Attendance.  You get no credit for coming to class and no points will be deducted for missing class.  Lectures will be Power Point based and each presentation will be posted on Oncourse.  HOWEVER, the Power Point presentations are not complete.  They are simply outlines for the actual classroom lecture.  Without notes taken during class, the Power Point presentations themselves are of little value.  Also, in addition to clarifying and highlighting content from the readings, lectures will contribute original content.  In other words, even if you are an excellent reader with a keen sense for relevant content, simply doing the readings without regularly attending class and taking good notes will probably not be enough to earn better than a C.  Similarly, in order to get DIS credit, you need to be in class.  
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SCHEDULE (subject to change, readings are in the reader unless otherwise noted)

Tue May 6th introduction and syllabus
Wed May 7th beer and the brewing process

NO READING

Thu May 8th beer and the brewing process


NO READING

Fri May 9th QUIZ beer and the brewing process
Mon May 12th alcohol and the university, DIS
“Zero Tolerance at Princeton University” ONCOURSE

“High-Risk Drinking in College: What We Know and What We Need To Learn” ONCOURSE

“Why the drinking age should be lowered: An opinion based upon research” Ruth Engs CQ Researcher March 20 1998 ONCOURSE

Tue May 13th early beer and brewing, the global context 

“Fermented beverages of pre- and proto-historic China” McGovern et al. PNAS December 21, 2004 

“Chap 4: Sacred Indigenous Beers” Stephen Buhner Sacred and Herbal Healing Beers 1998 

Wed May 14th pre-industrial beer and brewing in Europe, DIS

selections from Ale, Beer, and Brewsters in England: Women’s Work in a changing World 1300-1600 Judith Bennett 1996

Thu May 15th pre-industrial beer and brewing in Europe


NO READING

Fri May 16th pre-industrial beer and brewing in Europe 


selections from The London and Country Brewer Ellis 1736 ONCOURSE

Mon May 19th pre-industrial beer and brewing in Europe 


selections from Country House Brewing in England 1500-1900 

Tue May 20th EXAM #1
Wed May 21st the industrial revolution and London porter, DIS 

selections from The Brewing Industry in England 1700-1830 Peter Mathias 1959 ONCOURSE

Thu May 22nd the porter revolution, DIS

selections from The Brewing Industry in England 1700-1830 ONCOURSE

Fri May 23rd the hydrometer, DIS
“Between the Trader and the Public: British Alcohol Standards and the Proof of Good Governance” William Ashworth Technology and Culture January 2001

Mon May 26th NO CLASS, Memorial Day

Tue May 27th the hydrometer, DIS
finish Ashworth 2001

“John Richardson, saccharometry and the pounds-per-barrel extract: the construction of a quantity” James Sumner British Journal for the History of Science Vol.34 p255-273 2001
Wed May 28th the hydrometer, DIS

finish Sumner 2001

Thu May 29th James Joule and the “new brewing” movement, DIS
“Reworking the Mechanical Value of Heat: Instruments of Precision and Gestures of Accuracy in Early Victorian England” Heinz Otto Sibum Stud. Hist. Phil. Sci. Vol. 26 p.73-106 1995 

Fri May 30th EXAM #2
Mon June 2nd microbiology, DIS

selections from The Private Science of Louis Pasteur Gerald Geison 1995 

Tue June 3rd microbiology 
NO READING
Wed June 4th microbiology  


NO READING 

Thu June 5th 20th century America, DIS

“The Emergence of the National Brewing Oligopoly: Competition in the American Market, 1933-1958” A.M. McGahan The Business History Review Summer 1991

Fri June 6th 20th century America

finish McGahan 1991
Mon June 9th craft beer, DIS
Tue June 10th global domination, DIS
Wed June 11th EXAM #3
Thur June 12th OPTIONAL FIELD TRIP TO UPLAND
